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Welcome Back to School

Winter Break was a won-
derful blend of crazi-
ness, peacefulness and
rejuvenation. How nice
to have extra family time
and maybe spend
quality time with
friends you can’t
seem to schedule in
during the rest of
the year. Many chil-
dren enjoyed cous-
ins and grandpar-
ents who live else-
where. Re-
connection is so
important with ex-
tended family.
Returning to school
and meeting up with
your classmates is
special again. For
awhile getting back
into the routine can
be hard but the
teachers quickly
have their classes

humming like clockwork
again. Believe it or not,
teachers really do miss
these little ones after a

two week separation.

We are just back one
week and then have the
next Monday off for Mar-
tin Luther King Day but
then we will really settle
in for the second half
of the year.
Teachers will be tak-
ing a really good look
at how your child is
doing as they prepare
for Parent/Teacher
Conferences in Feb- e Jan. 10,11 Kids’ Kapers Reg.
ruary. They will give e Jan. 16 no school, MLK
you valuable insight
into your youngsters
and where they might
do best the following
year. Our teachers e Jan.24-25 hearing evals
have lots of experi-
ence, so listen. They
want what is best for
the children and so
do you.
Welcome back. It's
good to be here.

Special points of interest:

e Jan. 21 playground clean-up
8am

e Jan. 23-25 Used Book Sale

In the meadow we can build a snowman. Really?

Playground Repair Inside this issue:
Absences
Our playground is used quite a bit in December. us that morning would be Free Opportunities
constantly and twice January 21st at 8 AM we greatly appreciated. We Our Teachers
yearly we have play- will work to tidy up the cannot have children K

ground clean-up. InJan-
uary we bring in more
sand to fill in what wash-
es down the hill when the
rains come. We lost

playground again. We
will trim, clip and tidy up
our much loved space.

Any parent who can help

here for the clean-up but
extra adults cuts the
work time in half.

Please consider helping.

Heard in the Halls

Jackets Please

Facilities Info
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Please Call In Your Child’s Absence

Sometimes parents ask if they
should call the school if their child
is absent. The answer is, yes.
Especially if your child has a sick-
ness which other children might
get, we need to put up a notice so
the parents can watch for symp-
toms.

Also there are times when a
teacher is planning a special pro-
ject but doesn’t want to get start-
ed until all the children have ar-
rived. If she knows your child will

not be attending school that day,
she can get started.

If you are planning on taking a
trip, please give the teacher the
dates you will be gone so, once
again, there is no waiting for your
child’s arrival.

At circle each day part of the dis-
cussion is about who isn’t there.
It is nice to be able to tell the oth-
er children where your child is and
when they will probably return.
The children are so concerned

about each other and like to know
what their missing friends are do-
ing.

Thanks for your calls. You can
also e-mail if that is easier, sha-
on@shadowrockpreschool.org.

Free Opportunities for Children

We order many of our school prod-
ucts through Lakeshore Learning
Stores. The one located at 4727
E. Bell Road offers free crafts for
children on Saturdays from 11:00-
3:00 most weeks. Upcoming
events are a kid-crafted calendar
on Jan. 7, a hand-in-hand flower
on January 14, an anchors aweigh
floating boat on Jan. 21 and a

ground hog puppet on January 28.
Ages are 3 and up and no reserva-
tions are required.

Home Depot offers a similar free
experience. On the 1st Saturday
of each month children 5-12 can
build something and take it home.
They also receive a free Home
Depot apron.

Sound like fun!

Somewhere, somehow, during
the second three years of life
the needy, helpless infants we
used to cuddle and marvel at
grow into separate beings,
filled with plans, ideas and

opinions of their own.

Our Teachers Are the Best

As 2011 comes to an end, | count one of
my biggest blessings our 2011-2012
teaching staff. They are truly a talented
and caring group of women who dedicate
hours and hours outside the classroom so
that your child has an amazing experience
each and every school day.

They have really looked out for me too in
my first year without Marilyn by my side.

A kind word or a helpful suggestion have
made my life much easier.

Having our Registrar, Mary Saun-
ders, in the office two days a
week helping out is another of my
blessings. It gives me a chance
to talk with an adult occasionally
which is always a good thing.

My biggest blessing is getting to
be with your children. | try to get

Our blessings are all of
into each room often and watch  you.

them grow and learn. The other
benefit of that is watching the

teachers in action. They are
challenging your children to
always think beyond today and
dream of the tomorrows in their
lives.

Shadow Rock Preschool wants
each child to be the person
they were meant to be and to
help them get there. I'm so
blessed you are with us.
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Martin Luther King Day

While we are closed to celebrate Martin
Luther King Day, here are some songs
you can teach your children.

Dr. King

(sung to Yankee Doodle)
Dr. King was a man
Who had a special dream.
He dreamed of a world filled with love
And peace and harmony.
Happy birthday, Dr. King.
Happy birthday to you.
Happy birthday, Dr. King.

We love you; yes we do.
Debra Butler

A Bluebird boy was so excited about stay-
ing for KDO that he told his teachers all
day that he was staying. Then the time
finally came and with a burst of energy he
jolted off to the bathroom singing loudly,
“l am UNREPEATABLE, | am UNIQUE!”
One young lady was watching another
child doing the monkey bars and asked,
“So how 4 are you?” They all know they
have to turn 4 to be allowed to use the
monkey bars.

Our playground door is very hard to open.

For some reason we have children
arriving at school without sweaters or
jackets during our colder weather. It
is simply too cold on the playground
in the mornings for this to happen
even if your child would rather not
wear a jacket. No teacher can stay
inside with your child while the others
are outside. We have a safety ratio to
maintain and all of the children need

He Dreamed of World Peace
(sung to The Muffin Man)
Do you know whose birthday’s today?
Birthday’s today, birthday’s today?
Do you know whose birthday’s today?
It’s Martin Luther King’s.

He dreamed of world peace.

Of world peace, of world peace.
He dreamed of world peace.
Let’s honor him today!

Jean Warren

Heard in the Halls

Three boys stood together pushing on the
bar when heard from the back of the
group came the encouragement, “Come
on, put some muscle in it!”

Two children in our 2s class have special
Christmas requests; one is asking for a
tuba and another wants a big pink piano.
Not to be outdone, a Unicorn would like to
give the world a Pink Escalade. Another
Unicorn would like to give the world water
to swim in on a warm day.

Jackets Please

the fresh air. The only time we don’t
go on the playground
is because of rain.

Please make sure you
are sending your child
in warmer clothing
during this season
too. When they tell
us they are cold we
can only go through

Children need to know
that they are loved “just
because” and that there

are no strings attached.

the lost and found and hope to find

something for them to
wear. Itis also a good idea
to label outerwear as chil-
dren often have the same
jackets as other children.
Please help us with what is
becoming a problem in
almost every room.

We Begin Again
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Shadow Rock Preschool

12861 N. 8th Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85029
602-993-0050
Fax: 602-863-7886

Shadowrockpreschool.org

Kris Ball

Interior & Commercial Design

623-451-3774

kball1002@gmail.com

Www.creativespacesbykb.com

Remodel & New Build

Room Makeovers

Paint & Decorating Consults

Window Treatments

AWord from Our Facilities Director

Parking when dropping off or
picking up your child needs to
be in a regular parking area
NOT next to a red curb (for any
reason) or in front of the steps
up to the building. This is for
everyone’s safety. When im-
properly parked in these spots
other families have to walk
around your vehicle and do
not have a clear view of cars
moving in the parking lot. Al-
s0, these are designated are-
as for emergency vehicles to
come up close to the building.
We don’t want to slow the fire-
men and women down by hav-
ing them park farther away
and have to dodge around
vehicles to get up to the build-
ing and the injured person or
firel

Our rocks: Shadow Rock is
known for the many rocks dec-
orating the property. We use
our rocks in our landscaping,
to help prevent erosion, rain
water moving the small rocks
and sand down onto the side-
walks and parking lots. So
please do not allow children to

move any sized rocks around
nor to walk on them. They are
sharp, many are volcanic and
very hard, as well as being
slippery. Please keep children
on the sidewalks and desig-
nated walking areas

(labyrinth, stairs, bridge, etc.).

3. The safety of all the people

on our campus is of utmost
importance to each of us.

Thank you for understanding.

Bill Peterson



